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Cover: Model for maintenance and differentiation of fetal Leydig cells in mice: SFI+/
3BHSD?2 progenitor cells are transformed into fetal Leydig cells (SF+/
3BHSD+) in response to Sertoli cell-derived Hedgehog ligands (Hh). The
fetal Leydig cells eventually lose SFI expression in fetal life and then
steroidogenic ability in adulthood. A subpopulation of the progenitor cells is
prevented from entering differentiation model via the Notch pathway. The
progenitor cell status is putatively maintained as a result of PODI, which
down-regulates SFI expression. See Barsoum and Yao on p. 11.
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