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Cover: At 8 weeks of gestation, the external genitalia remain in the indifferent stage.
The urethral groove on the ventral surface of the phallus is between the paired
urethral folds. The penile urethra forms as a result of fusion of the medial edges
of the endodermal urethral folds. As development progresses, the ectodermal
edges of the urethral groove begin to fuse to form the median raphe. (Upper
left panel) By 11–12 weeks, the coronal sulcus separates the glans from the
shaft of the penis. (Lower left panel) By 16 weeks of gestation, the urethral
folds have completely fused in the midline on the ventrum of the penile shaft.
(Middle panel) Note the normal ventral penile curvature or chordee that
occurs during development and resolves by the 20th week. (Middle, right
panels) Note the midline seam. See Wang and Baskin on p. 499.


